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And so all she is really doing today is what
I thought for the benefit of the country and
for the development of her own potential for
service maybe she should have been able to
do in 1973. I’m very glad she didn’t do it then,
and very glad she is doing it today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:10 p.m. at a private residence. The press re-
lease issued by the Office of the Press Secretary
did not include the complete opening remarks of
the President. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Proposed Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
August 23, 1999

Protecting the health of America’s families is
not and should never be a partisan issue. Dem-
onstrating this fact, the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the largest organization of physicians in
the Nation, has just endorsed the bipartisan Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights sponsored by Congressman
Norwood and Congressman Dingell.

The AMA’s action sends a strong message to
Congress that it is time to put politics aside
and pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights that provides
meaningful protections for all Americans in all
health plans and holds plans accountable when
their actions cause harm to patients. With over
20 House Republicans cosponsoring the Nor-
wood-Dingell bill, it is clear that a bipartisan

majority in the House of Representatives is
ready to vote for a strong and enforceable Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights.

The bipartisan Norwood-Dingell coalition has
placed the needs of patients over the desires
of special interests. It is long past time for the
entire Congress to follow suit. I reiterate my
call to Speaker Hastert to schedule a vote on
this important legislation immediately upon re-
turn from the congressional recess in Sep-
tember.

NOTE: A portion of the President’s statement was
also made available on the White House Press Of-
fice Radio Actuality Line.

Remarks at Martha’s Vineyard Hospital in Martha’s Vineyard,
Massachusetts
August 23, 1999

Thank you very much, Dr. Sullivan and Mike.
I feel like I was in pretty distinguished company
tonight with them up here. I admire them both
very much. Lou Sullivan was an outstanding
Secretary of Health and Human Services, a
great advocate in our Nation’s struggle against
AIDS, and one thing I particularly appreciated,
one of the early strong voices in our efforts
to protect our children from the dangers of teen
smoking. And I thank you for all you did there
and for what you’re doing here.

I have always admired Mike Wallace. I like
him more when he’s boring in on someone be-
sides me. [Laughter] But I want to tell you
that he made a profoundly moving presentation
recently at Tipper Gore’s National Conference

on Mental Health, which we helped to put to-
gether and which is something Hillary and I
care a lot about. And I think we are moving
to the point in our country where we see mental
health problems like other health problems. And
when that day arrives, it will be in no small
measure because Mike Wallace had the courage
to speak out about it. And I thank him for
that as well.

Now, I want to say again, although Mike al-
ready alluded to it, I’m sorry Hillary is not here,
but she is a little under the weather. And I
want her to get well because she has a rigorous
schedule ahead of her. [Laughter]

I want to thank Congressman Delahunt for
being here, and the other elected officials, and

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:26 Sep 06, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00370 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\TEMP\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-07-11T14:03:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




